
MINUTES OF THE
COMMERCE & REVENUE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

ROOM 414, STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
Wednesday, February 14, 2001

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sen. Scott Jenkins, Co-Chair
Rep. Bryan D. Holladay, Co-Chair
Sen. Dan Eastman
Sen. Ed Mayne
Rep. Eli Anderson
Rep. Chad Bennion
Rep. David Cox
Rep. Peggy Wallace

MEMBER ABSENT: Rep. Cindy Beshear

STAFF PRESENT: Bill Greer, Fiscal Analyst
Jonathan C. Ball, Fiscal Analyst
Marilyn Reed, Committee Secretary

VISITORS LIST: Attached to and made a part of these minutes.

Rep. Holladay called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m.

MOTION: Rep. Wallace moved to approve the minutes of February 9, 2001. The motion passed
unanimously with Reps. Bennion, and Cox absent for the vote.

H.B. 219 Task Force on Family Conflict Resolution(A.L. Tyler)

Rep. Tyler requested that the Subcommittee supportH.B. 219and the fiscal note of $64,000 from
Federal TANF funding of $32,000 for FY 2001 and $32,000 for FY 2002.

Analyst Greer explained that the purposes of the bill qualify for TANF funding and that there are
sufficient funds available to fund this task force.

MOTION: Rep. Wallace moved to approve the use of TANF funding of $64,000 to fund the fiscal
note on the Task Force on Family Conflict Resolution.

Robert Gross, Department of Workforce Services, responded to questions on the motion.

MOTION: Sen. Mayne called for the question. The motion passed unanimously with Rep. Cox
absent for the vote.

The motion to approve the funding for the fiscal note of H.B. 219 passed unanimously withe Rep Cox
absent for the vote.
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Office of Child Care Audit:

The Subcommittee asked Robert Gross, Director of the Department of Workforce Services, to respond to
concerns raised by the Legislative child care audit. Mr. Gross gave to the Subcommittee a handout on
“Child Care & Public Policy” and stated that the audit did not address the “Payment-to-Parent Child Care
Program,” rather the audit addresses problems in the seven staff member Office of Child Care. This
Office had been assimilated as a part of the original consolidation which created the Department of
Workforce Services. Four percent of the Child Care Development Fund Block Grant is used to fund the
activities of the Office of Child Care. The Department of Workforce Services agrees with the audit
findings and Mr. Gross addressed the four main concerns of the audit and of the Department of
Workforce Services:

1. Ambiguity of the original statutory intent regarding the office functions. He explained the
ambiguity between the State statute creating the Office of Child Care and the Federal statute
which is the block grant in terms of purposes.
2. The volunteer committee not being used as effectively as it could be. Workforce Services is
working to improve the use of this committee. Planning has begun and goals have been set.
3. A lack of understanding in the budgeting process and block grants.
4. Direction of the management. The Office of Child Care has been restructured in the last six
weeks. Mr. Gross introduced the new director of the Office of Child Care, Lynette Rasmussen,
who reports to Mike Richardson, the new Director of Service Delivery Support, who reports to
Ginger Smith, Deputy Director of Workforce Services.

Mr. Gross pledged to the Subcommittee that all the concerns addressed in the audit are or will be
resolved. The Department will furnish evidence of changes made through the next year.

Mr. Gross responded to concerns from Rep. Bennion regarding legislators on the advisory committee.

Ginger Smith discussed the lack of focus on infant and toddler care slots and availability. Recently
$750,000 in grants have been given to infant and toddler care centers. Communication with Child Care
Resource and Referral Offices needs to be enhanced. This issue is being addressed.

MOTION: Sen. Jenkins moved to adopt the following intent language:

It is the intent of the Legislature that the Office of the Legislative
Fiscal Analyst do an In-Depth Budget Review of the Office of Child
Care and report it at the next meeting of the Commerce and
Revenue Joint Appropriations Subcommittee.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Rep. Bennion moved to amend the intent language as follows:

after “next” insert “interim”.

The motion passed unanimously.
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Food Stamp Program:

Robert Gross, Department of Workforce Services, introduced Greg Gardner, Deputy Director of the
Department of Workforce Services. Mr. Gross explained various problems in the Food Stamp Program.
They include complex Federal guidelines, employee turnover, training, and program consistency from
office to office.

Mr. Gardner discussed the initiatives that are being taken to solve the Food Stamp Program problems.

MOTION: Sen. Jenkins moved to adopt the following intent language:

It is the intent of the Legislature that the Department of Workforce
Services report monthly their Food Stamp Error Rate to the
Legislature through the Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst
and to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget. It is further
the intent of the Legislature that corrective actions taken by the
Department be reported at the next interim meeting of the
Commerce and Revenue Joint Appropriations Subcommittee.

Karen Silver, Salt Lake Community Action Program, expressed concerns about the amount of time it
takes for people to receive their food stamp benefits and requested the Subcommittee to review the data
that shows how promptly those benefits are delivered.

The motion passed unanimously with Rep. Cox absent for the vote.

Sen. Jenkins asked the Department to submit a summary of corrective actions being taken for both
programs discussed at this meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Bennion moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed
unanimously with Rep. Cox absent for the vote.

Rep. Holladay adjourned the meeting at 5:16 p.m.

________________________________________ _______________________________________
Sen. Scott Jenkins, Co-Chair Rep. Bryan D. Holladay, Co-Chair


